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Baltic Sea Philharmonic musicians to perform with New York 
Philharmonic at Usedom Music Festival from 20 to 24 May

● Special ‘Side by Side’ collaboration during New York Philharmonic’s 
exclusive European residency

● Twelve Baltic Sea Philharmonic musicians join US orchestra and conductor 
Jaap van Zweden to perform Shostakovich Symphony No. 9

● Collaboration extends with two chamber music concerts featuring players 
from both orchestras

Berlin 13 May 2022. Musicians from the Baltic Sea Philharmonic will be joining the New 

York Philharmonic during its exclusive European residency at the Usedom Music Festival 

later this month. The world-renowned US orchestra and its music director Jaap van Zweden 

will give three concerts in Peenemünde on the Baltic Sea island of Usedom from 20–22 May. 

The opening concert of the residency will feature twelve players from the Baltic Sea 

Philharmonic, who will perform ‘Side by Side’ with the New York Philharmonic in 

Shostakovich’s Symphony No. 9. Musicians from both orchestras – five from the Baltic Sea 

Philharmonic and six from the New York Philharmonic – will also come together for two 

chamber music concerts, in the Heringsdorf seaside resort on 23 May and in Wolgast on 24 

May. The programme for these concerts, devised by both orchestras in collaboration, will 

include Barber’s Summer Music and Brahms’s String Sextet No. 2. Some tickets are still 

available.

A unique collaboration in a perfect setting 

Playing ‘Side by Side’ with the New York Philharmonic marks the Baltic Sea Philharmonic’s 

first performance collaboration with such an illustrious world-class orchestra. The Usedom 

Music Festival is the natural host for this coming together, as the Baltic Sea Philharmonic was 

founded at the festival in 2008 and considers Usedom its birthplace and its home beside the 

Baltic Sea. Usedom also connects the two orchestras, through the late maestro Kurt Masur. 

The great German conductor became the first patron of the Usedom Music Festival during his 

tenure as music director of the New York Philharmonic, and one of his last concerts was with 

the Baltic Sea Philharmonic in Peenemünde at the 2013 Usedom Music Festival. The Baltic 

Sea Philharmonic and the New York Philharmonic were among a group of six international 

orchestras that co-commissioned Steve Reich’s 2018 Music for Ensemble and Orchestra; the 
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Baltic Sea Philharmonic gave the German premiere of the piece in September 2019 at the 

Usedom Music Festival, and the New York Philharmonic gave the New York premiere in 

December 2019. 

For the musicians of the Baltic Sea Philharmonic, who will be drawn from across all the 

sections of the orchestra, the ‘Side by Side’ project is a unique opportunity to rehearse and 

perform with a world-class ensemble. It is also a chance for them to be ambassadors for the 

Baltic Sea Philharmonic, to share ideas with the New York-based musicians, and to 

communicate what makes the Baltic Sea Philharmonic special. Baltic Sea Philharmonic violist 

Marzena Malinowska says: ‘It’s always fun to tell people who we are and what unusual things 

we do. The New York Philharmonic is extraordinary and we’re certainly not ordinary, so I think 

we can understand each other well.’ Her colleague, double bassist Miranda Erlich, says: ‘The 

New York Philharmonic is one of the best orchestras in the world, and I am excited to share a 

stage with them, to learn from their style of playing and to grow as a musician. But also, the 

collaboration will have an effect on us: in the Baltic Sea Philharmonic we are many 

nationalities, we share history, culture and spirit, so it will be very interesting to have a new 

cultural effect – that “New York style”.’

Baltic Sea Philharmonic – a revolution in music and culture

The Baltic Sea Philharmonic takes the orchestral concert experience to a new dimension. 

Every performance is a voyage of musical discovery, as the musicians perform the entire 

programme from memory, creating a one-of-a-kind artistic journey. Each concert is a unique 

spectacle of sound, light, visual art, technology, choreography and playing by heart, and under

the electrifying baton of Music Director and Founding Conductor Kristjan Järvi every 

performance has a special energy that is absolutely infectious. But even more than this, as a 

community of musicians from ten Nordic countries, the Baltic Sea Philharmonic transcends 

boundaries and has become a movement for bringing people together. Embodying all that is 

innovative and progressive about the Nordic region, this visionary ensemble is taking the 

traditional orchestral model further than ever before. ‘It is a living breathing creature, with 

boundless energy and enthusiasm for the new – an adventure in itself,’ says Kristjan Järvi.

Press contact
Alexander Datz, Press Officer, Baltic Sea Music Education Foundation e.V.
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‘Side by Side’ at Usedom Music Festival, 20–24 May 2022

New York Philharmonic
Jaap van Zweden
Jan Lisiecki (piano)
Musicians of Baltic Sea Philharmonic

Friday 20 May 2022, 8pm, Historical-Technical Museum Peenemünde, Island of Usedom (Germany)

Nina Shekhar: Lumina (European Premiere)
Ludwig van Beethoven: Piano Concerto No. 5 ‘Emperor’
Dmitri Shostakovich: Symphony No. 9 – ‘Side by Side’

Tickets: from 292,50 EUR - https://liberty-island-usedom-2022.eu/en/concertprogramme-day-one/

Musicians of Baltic Sea Philharmonic
Musicians of New York Philharmonic

Monday 23 May 2022, 7.30pm, Kaiserbädersaal, Heringsdorf, Island of Usedom (Germany)
Tuesday 24 May 2022, 7.30pm, St. Petri Ev. Kirche, Wolgast, Island of Usedom (Germany)

Samuel Barber: Summer Music
Wolfgang Amadeus Mozart: Horn Quintet in E flat major K. 407
Johannes Brahms: String Sextet No. 2

Tickets: from 25,20 EUR – https://liberty-island-usedom-2022.eu/en/chamber-concert-05-23/  

About the Baltic Sea Philharmonic
The Baltic Sea Philharmonic is a unique Nordic orchestra that brings together musicians from Denmark,
Estonia, Finland, Germany, Latvia, Lithuania, Norway, Poland, Russia and Sweden. The orchestra 
started life in 2008 as the Baltic Sea Youth Philharmonic on the joint initiative of the Usedom Music 
Festival. It quickly established an international reputation, not just for its acclaimed performances under 
the baton of Kristjan Järvi, but also with its powerful message of unity and cooperation in a region that 
has historically been divided. In 2015 the orchestra’s achievements were honoured with the prestigious 
European Culture Prize by the European Culture Foundation ‘Pro Europe’. In 2016 the orchestra was  
renamed the Baltic Sea Philharmonic. Since then it has toured innovative programmes that throw 
classical music conventions out of the window and enable audiences and the musicians alike to 
experience new musical dimensions. After becoming the first orchestra in the world to perform 
Stravinsky’s The Firebird from memory, the Baltic Sea Philharmonic is now widely known for its 
commitment to playing entire programmes by heart. The orchestra’s growing discography with Kristjan 
Järvi includes three acclaimed recordings for Sony Classical, the most recent of which was 
Tchaikovsky’s Sleeping Beauty, newly arranged by Järvi as a Dramatic Symphony, and released in 
November 2020. In addition, Max Richter’s album EXILES, recorded by the Baltic Sea Philharmonic 
and Kristjan Järvi, was released in August 2021 on Deutsche Grammophon. In 2022 the Baltic Sea 
Philharmonic will continue its innovative digital project ‘Musical Chain’, which it launched in 2020 in the 
wake of the COVID-19 pandemic. This unique series of classical remix videos brings musicians from 
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the orchestra together with international artists and creative collaborators. In 2022 the Baltic Sea 
Philharmonic will once again be able to travel thousands of kilometres around Europe, beginning in 
March with a tour of ‘Nordic Swans’ to Belgium, Germany and Poland. In July and August the orchestra 
and Kristjan Järvi will perform special concerts at the Pärnu Music Festival and the Birgitta Festival in 
Estonia. In the second half of 2022 the Baltic Sea Philharmonic will once again bring the magical power 
of fairy tales to life. Kristjan Järvi’s own reworkingsof Tchaikovsky’s Nutcracker showcases the 
quintessential colour and drama of the great Russian composer’s theatre music. The programme 
including the Nutcracker among others will be performed at the Usedom Music Festival and in Tallinn in
September as well as on a tour of Switzerland in December. www.baltic-sea-philharmonic.eu
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