Press Release
‘The Baltic Sea Philharmonic has an explicit social dimension’ –
Max Richter on release of his new album EXILES on Deutsche
Grammophon featuring the Baltic Sea Philharmonic and Kristjan Järvi
Orchestra’s first collaboration with Max Richter, recorded in Kristjan Järvi’s
home city of Tallinn, Estonia, in September 2019
● Baltic Sea Philharmonic’s debut recording for Deutsche Grammophon,
EXILES will be released on 6 August 2021
● Album features new recordings of previously released Max Richter works,
including pieces from The Blue Notebooks, Waltz with Bashir and Infra
● Orchestra’s country-bonding mission resonates with the socio-political
dimension of the new album
●

Berlin 22 June 2021. The Baltic Sea Philharmonic will make its label debut for Deutsche
Grammophon with the new Max Richter album EXILES. Set for release on 6 August 2021,
EXILES features the orchestra and its Music Director and Founding Conductor Kristjan Järvi
in new recordings of pieces from previous Max Richter albums, as well as pieces originally
composed for ballet scores. The album comprises seven tracks but especially the mainwork
’Exiles’ dealing with the humanitarian disaster of the migrant crisis resonates the countrybonding mission of the Baltic Sea Philharmonic. ’It has this “peacemaking” function, people
being able to talk to each other in a creative way. It struck me that it would be nice to have that
orchestra play music that matched that theme’, said Max Richter. Besides ‘Exiles’ in two parts
the album also contains ‘The Haunted Ocean’ from Waltz with Bashir; ‘Infra 5’ from Infra;
‘Flowers of Herself’ from Woolf Works; ‘On the Nature of Daylight’ from The Blue
Notebooks; and ‘Sunlight’ from Songs from Before.
EXILES was recorded in September 2019 at the studio of Estonian Public Broadcasting in
Järvi’s home city of Tallinn, Estonia, in the presence of the composer. The album represents
the orchestra’s first major collaboration with Max Richter, although his compositions have
previously featured on the programmes of Baltic Sea Philharmonic concerts. Richter and Järvi
have worked together on various other projects, including with the MDR Symphony Orchestra
in Leipzig, when Järvi was the orchestra’s chief conductor and Richter was artist in residence
for its 2016/17 season.
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Lights of openness and unity
Max Richter composed the main work on the album, the 33-minute ‘Exiles’, for the Nederlands
Dans Theater, and the music had its premiere in 2017 as the score for a dance work called
Singulière Odyssée. Like some other Richter works, ‘Exiles’ has a socio-political dimension, in
that it is a personal response to the humanitarian disaster of the migrant crisis and the plight of
Syrian refugees. In this light, the choice of the Baltic Sea Philharmonic – with its open,
borderless and unifying nature – as collaborators for the album was therefore an important
one for the composer. ‘They are engaged with music and society, connecting people who live
around the Baltic Sea so that obviously includes former Western European countries, former
Eastern European countries,’ he said. ‘The orchestra has an explicit social dimension, which
really struck me as important.’
For Kristjan Järvi, the openness and fearlessness he has encouraged in the Baltic Sea
Philharmonic musicians are essential qualities for playing Max Richter’s emotionally direct
works, with their exposed musical lines. ‘This music is so personal that if the lines are not
played with personal commitment and dedication, then they don’t work,’ he said. ‘It means on
an emotional level it’s scary for the musicians to go out on stage and commit themselves,
because then they’re showing the audience exactly who they are. But that’s why I love doing
these pieces with the Baltic Sea Philharmonic.’
Baltic Sea Philharmonic – a revolution in music and culture
The Baltic Sea Philharmonic takes the orchestral concert experience to a new dimension.
Every performance is a voyage of musical discovery, as the musicians perform the entire
programme from memory, creating a one-of-a-kind artistic journey. Each concert is a unique
spectacle of sound, light, visual art, technology, choreography and playing by heart, and under
the electrifying baton of Music Director and Founding Conductor Kristjan Järvi every
performance has a special energy that is absolutely infectious. But even more than this, as a
community of musicians from ten Nordic countries, the Baltic Sea Philharmonic transcends
boundaries and has become a movement for bringing people together. Embodying all that is
innovative and progressive about the Nordic region, this visionary ensemble is taking the
traditional orchestral model further than ever before. ‘It is a living breathing creature, with
boundless energy and enthusiasm for the new – an adventure in itself,’ says Kristjan Järvi.
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Press contact
Alexander Datz, Press Officer, Baltic Sea Music Education Foundation e.V.
Mobile: +49 176 741 61 157
alexander.datz@bmef.eu, www.bmef.eu
Notes to editors:
Max Richter: EXILES
Deutsche Grammophon
Recorded at Eesti Rahvusringhääling (Estonian Public Broadcasting), Tallinn, Estonia, September 2019
Music Composed by Max Richter
Orchestra Baltic Sea Philharmonic
Conductor Kristjan Järvi
Tracklist
Exiles Pt. 1
Exiles Pt. 2
The Haunted Ocean (from Waltz with Bashir)
Infra 5 (from Infra)
Flowers of Herself (from Woolf Works)
On the Nature of Daylight (from The Blue Notebooks)
Sunlight (from Songs from Before)
Release timeline
18 June 2021: EXILES pre-order, single release ‘Exiles’ (short edit)
6 August 2021: EXILES full album release worldwide
Max Richter on ‘Exiles’
About the Baltic Sea Philharmonic
The Baltic Sea Philharmonic is a unique Nordic orchestra that brings together musicians from Denmark,
Estonia, Finland, Germany, Latvia, Lithuania, Norway, Poland, Russia and Sweden. The orchestra
started life in 2008 as the Baltic Sea Youth Philharmonic, a joint initiative of the Usedom Music Festival
and Nord Stream AG. It quickly established an international reputation, not just for its acclaimed
performances under the baton of Kristjan Järvi, but also with its powerful message of unity and
cooperation in a region that has historically been divided. In 2015 the orchestra’s achievements were
honoured with the prestigious European Culture Prize by the European Culture Foundation ‘Pro
Europe’. Newly renamed the Baltic Sea Philharmonic, in 2016 the orchestra collaborated with Gidon
Kremer and the Kremerata Baltica, and since then has toured innovative programmes that throw
classical music conventions out of the window and enable audiences and the musicians alike to
experience new musical dimensions. After becoming the first orchestra in the world to perform
Stravinsky’s The Firebird from memory, the Baltic Sea Philharmonic is now widely known for its
commitment to playing entire programmes by heart. The orchestra’s growing discography with Kristjan
Järvi includes three acclaimed recordings for Sony Classical, the most recent of which was
Tchaikovsky’s Sleeping Beauty, newly arranged by Järvi as a dramatic symphony, and released in
November 2020. In 2021 the Baltic Sea Philharmonic will continue its innovative digital project ‘Musical
Chain’, launched in the wake of the COVID-19 pandemic. This unique series of classical remix videos
brings musicians from the orchestra together with international artists and creative collaborators. The
orchestra plans to return to live performance in summer 2021 with a Romanian debut at the Enescu
Festival in Bucharest in August and a tour of Italy, Slovenia, Germany and Poland in September.
www.baltic-sea-philharmonic.eu
3

