Press Release
Baltic Sea Philharmonic’s Moscow debut to be broadcast by MEZZO TV
from 21 January
•

With world-renowned pianist and Prokofiev expert Alexander Toradze

•

‘Baltic Sea Landscapes’ programme of Pärt, Gelgotas, Stravinsky and a celebration of
the 125th anniversary of Sergei Prokofiev

•

MEZZO audience includes 28 million subscribers across 60 countries

Berlin, 17 January 2016. Baltic Sea Philharmonic’s Moscow debut will be globally perceived by
up to 28 million people across 60 countries: The international television network of MEZZO TV will
broadcast the performance, which took place at Moscow’s Tchaikovsky Concert Hall on 23 April
2016, from 21 January. The concert celebrated composers of the Baltic Sea region and the 125th
anniversary of Sergei Prokofiev and reflected the orchestras championing of the environment –
the sea, the nature and the landscapes – including Arvo Pärt’s Swansong, Stravinsky’s Firebird,
and Gediminas Gelgotas’ Mountains. Waters. (Freedom). World-renowned pianist and Prokofiev
expert Alexander Toradze joined Baltic Sea Philharmonic under the baton of Kristjan Järvi to
perform Prokofiev’s Piano Concerto No. 3. The concert in Moscow was the final performance of
Baltic Sea Philharmonic’s inaugural ‘Baltic Sea Landscapes’ tour. The ensemble played to around
6,000 audience members, crossing nearly 2,000 km to play in Klaipėda (Lithuania), Liepāja
(Latvia), Tallinn (Estonia), Helsinki (Finland), St. Petersburg and Moscow (Russia).
Environmental theme
Concern for the environment is a key part of Baltic Sea Philharmonic’s philosophy, and the
programme of the ‘Baltic Sea Landscapes’ tour reflected this. Kristjan Järvi, Founding Conductor
and Music Director, explained: ‘The tour took us through a journey of Baltic Sea ports, bringing the
environment into focus, with pieces that come from the area and are written by composers who
have been inspired by nature. It’s music that makes you feel the Northern Lights, the ice, the cold
wind, the forests, the incredible feeling when you jump into the lakes. The whole mentality and
way of being of the region is formed by nature, which is why you have these great composers.’
Preview 2017
In 2017 the orchestra’s commitment to the environment will continue with focussing on the
element of water: Baltic Sea Philharmonic and Kristjan Järvi will pioneer a special concert show
format, combining music, projections, light, sound and choreography, to engage even more
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audiences in the excitement of classical music called ‘Waterworks’. Music for ‘Waterworks’ will
focus on the life-giving power of the element. Repertoire will include Handel’s Water Music,
arranged specially for Baltic Sea Philharmonic by Daniel Schnyder, Charles Coleman and Gene
Pritsker, and the orchestra will mark the 80th birthday of seminal composer Philip Glass with his
water-themed work Aguas da Amazonia, as well as his Second Violin Concerto The American
Four Seasons from 2009, performed by Russian violinist Mikhail Simonyan. Baltic Sea
Philharmonic and Kristjan Järvi will tour the concert show ‘Waterworks’ in May and August 2017
across Germany and Denmark.
Baltic Sea Philharmonic – a new era in performance and presentation
The Baltic Sea Philharmonic is a new force in music and culture. Taking the traditional orchestral
model further than it’s gone before, the orchestra is becoming a whole social movement, with a
vision for the Nordic region that encompasses the environment, culture and society. It does not
just play music: it brings people of all cultures and traditions together; it campaigns for the
environment; it searches for future audiences for classical music; it creates compelling concert hall
experiences; and it builds a sustainable future for both its members and audiences. And like
traditional orchestras, it also plays a wide range of repertoire beautifully, with energy and
imagination. Bringing together musicians from the ten countries of the Baltic Sea region
– Denmark, Estonia, Finland, Germany, Latvia, Lithuania, Norway, Poland, Russia and Sweden –
the orchestra offers hope not only for the future of classical music, but for the future of the planet.
Press contact
Alexander Datz, Press Officer, Baltic Sea Music Education Foundation e.V.
Mobile: +49 176 741 61 157
alexander.datz@bmef.eu, www.bmef.eu
Broadcast information of ‘Baltic Sea Philharmonic: Kristjan Järvi conducts the Baltic Sea
Philharmonic – Prokofiev, Stravinsky, Pärt, Gelgotas’ on MEZZO TV
MEZZO HD, Saturday, 21 January 2017, 8:30 am
MEZZO HD, Monday, 23 January 2017, 0:08 am
MEZZO HD, Wednesday, 25 January 2017, 12:27 pm
MEZZO HD, Thursday, 26 January 2017, 8:30 pm
MEZZO HD, Friday, 27 January 2017, 4:33 pm
MEZZO WORLD, Saturday, 11 February 2017, 2:39 pm
MEZZO WORLD, Sunday, 12 February 2017, 3:38 am
MEZZO WORLD, Monday, 13 February 2017, 10:38 pm
MEZZO WORLD, Tuesday, 14 February 2017, 8:39 am
MEZZO WORLD, Wednesday, 15 February 2017, 6:38 pm
Baltic Sea Philharmonic
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Kristjan Järvi, conductor
Alexander Toradze, piano
Sergei Prokofiev: Symphony No. 1 in D major Classical, Op. 25
Sergei Prokofiev: Piano Concerto No. 3 in C major, Op. 26
Arvo Pärt: Swansong (Littlemore Tractus) for orchestra
Gediminas Gelgotas: Mountains. Waters. (Freedom)
Igor Stravinsky: The Firebird (1945)
About the Baltic Sea Philharmonic
The Baltic Sea Philharmonic is the sister orchestra of the Baltic Sea Youth Philharmonic (BYP), which was
founded in 2008 as a joint initiative of the Usedom Music Festival and Nord Stream AG, who have continued
to support the orchestra ever since. BYP was awarded the European Culture Prize 2015 in recognition of its
exceptional achievements in developing creativity and innovation, and influencing the young classical scene
across the Baltic Sea region. Both ensembles bring together orchestra musicians from the ten countries of
the Baltic Sea region and share the same ambitions towards culture, society and the environment, upholding
the principle that music can unite people of all nationalities and backgrounds and change society for the better,
especially in a region that has historically been divided. Baltic Sea Philharmonic was founded in 2015 as the
more public-facing side of the Baltic Sea Music Education Foundation, coming together several times a year
to tour specific projects across Europe, and beyond, while BYP remains a high-level orchestra that trains
musical and social skills in talented young performers and composers. Both orchestras are run by the
Baltic Sea Music Education Foundation e. V. based in Berlin, Germany. www.bmef.eu
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