
 

 
Press Release 

1 
 

    

‘Baltic Sea Voyage’ by Kristjan Järvi and the Baltic Sea Youth 
Philharmonic 

• Next release in Kristjan Järvi Sound Project series on Naïve Classique 
• Album celebrates rich musical landscape of ten countries around the Baltic Sea 

Berlin, 31 March 2015. Baltic Sea Voyage is the next instalment in the Kristjan Järvi Sound 

Project recording series on Naïve Classique. Conceived by Estonian-American Kristjan Järvi and 

performed by the Baltic Sea Youth Philharmonic (BYP) – of which Järvi is Founding Conductor 

and Music Director since 2008 – the album celebrates the rich musical landscape of the Baltic Sea 

region. Järvi comments: “Featuring music from each country bordering the Baltic Sea, listeners 

can journey from the deep spirituality of Grieg, Sibelius and Pärt and the Nordic mythology of 

Wagner’s Ring, to the folkloric drive of Stravinsky and Kilar, and finally to the pop culture-inspired 

works of living composers Kalninš and Gelgotas.” Baltic Sea Voyage is the orchestra’s first official 

album release. 

Unique voice from the North 

The Baltic Sea Youth Philharmonic (BYP) is the only orchestra that unites young talented music 

students from the ten countries of the Baltic Sea region: Denmark, Estonia, Finland, Germany, 

Latvia, Lithuania, Norway, Poland, Russia and Sweden. Just as the Baltic Sea both separates and 

connects its ten surrounding countries, BYP celebrates the diverse national characteristics of the 

musicians and the music while creating a united voice for the region. Featuring musicians aged 

18-28 from, or studying in, the ten countries bordering the Baltic Sea, the orchestra’s ambition is to 

use music as the vehicle for cultural and social cooperation. Each year it goes on international 

tours, featuring world premiere performances and original programmes, bringing the sound of the 

Baltic Sea region to the world. In 2015, the orchestra and Kristjan Järvi will perform in Poland, 

Germany, France, Switzerland, Italy, Denmark and Finland, including its first concerts in Paris and 

Zurich. As well as international tours, each year BYP comes together for innovative workshops, or 

‘LAB’, as part of a unique teaching ecosystem. Created and led by Kristjan Järvi and his team of 

international coaches, the ‘BYP LAB’ promotes entrepreneurialism and creativity, while embracing 

music of all genres. In the longer term it is the vision of BYP to be and create an education hub for 

the entire Baltic Sea region. The orchestra boasts an Artistic Council featuring such musical 

luminaries as Valery Gergiev, Marek Janowski, Mariss Jansons, Kurt Masur and Esa-Pekka 

Salonen. 
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Kristjan Järvi Sound Project 

Baltic Sea Voyage is the second release on the Kristjan Järvi Sound Project on Naïve Classique. 

Launched in 2014, it is the first series of concept albums curated by a conductor. Future releases 

planned for 2015 include Parallel Tones with MDR Leipzig Radio Symphony Orchestra featuring 

Richard Strauss and Duke Ellington (June) and the Arvo Pärt 80th Anniversary Album (autumn). 
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About the Baltic Sea Youth Philharmonic 
The Baltic Sea Youth Philharmonic is a joint initiative of the Usedom Music Festival and Nord Stream AG. 
Since 2013, the orchestra is funded by the Baltic Sea Music Education Foundation. www.bmef.eu 
 
Usedom Music Festival 
The sound of the Baltic Sea has been heard since 1994 on the island of Usedom. Every year in late 
summer, the Usedom Music Festival devotes itself to the cultural region around the Baltic Sea. The festival 
has presented the musical life of Russia, Poland, the Baltic States, Finland, Sweden, Norway and Denmark, 
as well as former Prussia. Soloists such as Mstislav Rostropovich, Gidon Kremer, Olli Mustonen, Nina 
Stemme, Bo Skovhus as well as Jan Garbarek and the Esbjörn Svensson Trio have enthralled their 
audiences. The Peenemünde Concerts, frequently featuring the NDR Symphony Orchestra, are among the 
highlights of the more than 40 events presented by the Festival each year. From 19 September to 10 
October 2015, the musical and cultural life of Finland will be the focus of the Festival. www.usedomer-
musikfestival.de 
 
Nord Stream AG 
Nord Stream AG is aware of its environmental, economic and social responsibility. The corporation stands 
for sustainable development in the energy sector and supporting culture in the entire Baltic Sea region. Nord 
Stream AG is co-initiator and main sponsor of the Baltic Sea Youth Philharmonic. The company is an 
international joint venture established for the planning, construction and subsequent operation of a natural 
gas pipeline to link Russia and the European Union via the Baltic Sea. www.nord-stream.com 


